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Literature Essay Question 

With reference to two short stories done this year on the theme CONFLICT, 

A. Explain one idea expressed by each author  

B. Discuss one technique used by the author to convey the idea      

 

Use the plan given below and write an essay in the Short Stories section of your Literature 

book. 

Plan 

Intro 
“The Waste Land” By Alan Paton 

“Ajaiyi and the Witch Doctor” By Amos Tutuoala 

 An idea expressed and the technique used by the author to express this idea will be 
discussed. 

P2: (S/S 1 answer part A) 
“The Waste Land-separation and betrayal 

EG: Freddy tries to rob his own father and gets killed in the process. 
-Shows how people betray their loved ones. 

 

P3: (S/S 2 answer part A) 
“Ajaiyi and the Witch doctor-we should not lie and cheat others 

EG: Ajaiyi was cheated by the witchdoctor. 

-Shows how that trusting and relying on witchdoctors would only create problems in life.  

 

P4: (S/S1 answer part B) 
Emotive vocabulary and figurative language-creates the mood of fear  

Eg: “dark street” and “wilderness” 

 

P5:(S/S2 answer part B) 
Use of concise language 

Eg: “pawn poverty”  

Gets the message across easily. 
 

P6: Conclusion 
-ideas of each poem have been effectively relayed by the use of emotive vocabulary and concise 

language. 

 


