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LESSON NOTES 

WEEK 11 

Year/Level: 13A/B         Subject: BIOLOGY 

Strand 1 Structure And Life Processes 
 

Sub Strand 1.2 Human Evolution 

Content Learning Outcome Explain trends of hominid evolution with 

corresponding evolution of culture 

Hominids (Hominidae)   

 Hominids consist of early humans and their ancestors – Ramapithecus (the oldest hominid fossil), 

Australopithecus, and Homo.   

Hominids  

 They are large primates with an upright stance and bipedal locomotion.   

 They have a locking knee joint and the big toe is not opposable.   

 The limbs are equal in length.  

 The pelvis of humans is shorter and they are not pot-bellied like apes.  

  Human legs are longer than apes with the thighbone angling towards the knee placing the feet closer 

together and therefore directly under the centre of gravity of the body.  

 Human feet are flat compared to the curved feet of apes- plantigrade 

 Human hands are flatter and broader and the fingertips flatter with sensitive nerve endings in the tips.  

 The human brain size of 1350 cc is larger than the apes at 400 cc.   

 When this is compared to body size the relative size of the human brain is much greater.  

 The dental arch in gorillas is U-shaped while in humans it is a parabolic arch.  

 Ape teeth have thin enamel while humans have thick tooth enamel.  

 No bony ridges over the eyes. 
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Humans Share Characteristics With Many Groups Of Animals. 

 

 

Activity: 

1. Explain how selective breeding can lead to evolution within the populations of domestic 

animals? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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