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LESSON NOTES 

School: Ba Sangam College     Year/Level: 12                         Name: _______________ 

Subject: English       Worksheet 14                         Year: ________________ 

Strand Reading and Viewing 

Sub Strand Communication Text Types – media, everyday communication, literary texts 

Content 

Learning 

Outcome  

Read and demonstrate understanding of a variety of complex texts. 

LITERATURE – DRAMA – JULIUS CAESAR – BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

Act I, Scene 11 

Cassius Begins Plotting 

Sequence of events 

Setting – On a street in Rome. 

 Caesar enters a public square with Antony, Calpurnia, Portia, Decius, Cicero, Brutus, 

Cassius, Casca, and a soothsayer; he is followed by a throng of citizens and then by 

Flavius and Marullus. 

 Antony, dressed to celebrate the feast day, readies himself for a ceremonial run 

through the city. Caesar urges him to touch Calpurnia, Caesar’s wife, as he runs, 

since Roman superstition holds that the touch of a ceremonial runner will cure 

barrenness. Antony agrees, declaring that whatever Caesar says is certain to 

become fact. 

 The Soothsayer calls out from the crowd to Caesar, telling him to beware the Ides of 

March. (The “ides” refers to the fifteenth day of March) 

 Caesar pauses and asks the man to come forward; the Soothsayer repeats himself. 

Caesar ultimately dismisses the warning, and the procession departs. Brutus and 

Cassius remain. 

 Cassius and Brutus speak together. Cassius asks Brutus if Brutus can see his own 

face; Brutus replies that he cannot. Cassius then declares that Brutus is unable to 

see what everyone else does, namely, that Brutus is widely respected.  

 Noting that no mirror could reveal Brutus’s worthiness to himself, Cassius offers to 

serve as a human mirror so that Brutus may discover himself and conceive of 

himself in new ways. 
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 Brutus hears shouting and says that he fears that the people want to make Caesar 

their king. Brutus adds that he loves Caesar but that he also loves honor, and that 

he loves honor even more than he fears death.  

 Cassius recalls a windy day when he and Caesar stood on the banks of the Tiber 

River, and Caesar dared him to swim to a distant point. They raced through the 

water, but Caesar became weak and asked Cassius to save him. Cassius had to drag 

him from the water.  

 Caesar urges Antony to come to his right side—he is deaf in his left ear—and tells 

him what he thinks of Cassius.  

 Brutus and Cassius take Casca aside to ask him what happened at the procession. 

Casca relates that Antony offered a crown to Caesar three times, but Caesar refused 

it each time. While the crowd cheered for him, Caesar fell to the ground in a fit.  

 Cassius, alone now, says that while he believes that Brutus is noble, he hopes that 

Brutus’s noble nature may yet be bent.   He decides to forge letters from Roman 

citizens declaring their support for Brutus and their fear of Caesar’s ascent to power; 

he will throw them into Brutus’s house that evening. 

ACTIVITY (5 MARKS) 

Extract  

 

 

 

 

a. The above lines are spoken by ____________ (1 mark) 

b. Why is Cassius jealous of Caesar?   (2 marks) 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

c. What do you understand by these lines “ The name of honour more than I fear 

death” (2 marks) 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

If it be aught towards the general good 

Set honour in one eye and death I’th’ other, 
And I will look on both indifferently 

For let the  gods so speed me as I love 

The name of honour more than I fear death 
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